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Purpose

The Story County Planning and Development
staff oversees development activity in the
unincorporated areas of Story County. They issue
zoning and floodplain development permits;
recommend actions on variances, conditional use
permits, subdivision requests, re-zonings, and
plan amendments; enforce the Land Dewlopment
Regulations and pursue other planning projects the
requested by the Board of Supervisors.

CURRENT AND LONG RANGE
PLANNING

In 1993, the Story County Board of Supervisors
adopted the first County Development Flan,
followed by an extensive update resulting in a new
plan adopted in 2003, Following that planning
effort, the regulations were reviewed and in 2006,
Story County adopted the Story Connty Land
Develgpment Regulations., Together they work toward
the following goals:
¢ To protect and preserve Story County’s
agricultural resources.
¢ To protect and preserve Story County’s
natural resources.
¢ To promote and improve the mobility of
Story County residents.
¢ To foster cooperation and collaboration
between rural and urban residents, and public
and private enterprises that enhance the
Quality of Life Assets in Story County.

Current planning projects that work towards these
goals include:

+  Fringe Area Planning

¢ Local Food Systems Planning

¢ Renewable energy incentives

For mote information regarding these projects and
initiatives, please visit our website at
W, storycountyiowa.gov.
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Mission Statement

Our MISSION is to PROTECT
and ENHANCE the Story
County public's health, safety and
general welfare by effectively
planning and regulating the built
environment and sustaining
resources while balancing the
rights of our citizens with the
public good.




BOARD AND COMMISSION

The Story County Planning and Development
Department provides staff support to the Story
County Planning and Zoning Commission and
Board of Adjustment. Members serve on a
volunteer-basis and are appointed by the Board of
Supervisors.

The Planning and Zoning Commission is a seven-
member board—members serving five year
terms—which provides recommendations on land
use matters to the Board of Supervisors and Board
of Adjustment.

The Story County Board of Adjustment is a five-
member board, all appointed by the Board of
Supervisors as well, who review vatiances and
appeals and conditional use permit requests.

Both the Commission and Board of Adjustment
meet monthly (as needed): the Commission
currently meets the first Monday of each month,
and the Board meets the first Wednesday. Anyone
interested in serving on either the Board of
Adjustment or the Planning and Zoning
Commission are encouraged to apply to the Board
of Supervisors. An application form may be
downloaded from the County’s website at

W, SEOryCountyiowa.gov.




CODE ENFORCEMENT

The Code Enforcement Program was implemented
in the fall of 1998 after the Flanning and
Development (Zoning) Depattment recognized the
need to improve the inspection and enforcement
services in the unincorporated area of Story County.

The primary purpose for establishing an effective
enforcement program was to work with property
owners to achieve compliance with the appropriate
regulations (no jail ot fines).

The main focus of the Code Enforcement Program
includes bringing propeties in violation into
compliance with the Land Developrent Rogulations, and
providing the citizens of Story County with a contact
to handle complaints and concerns that they may
have about situations that arise in their immediate
neighborhoods.

E911
ADDRESSING

Ordinance No. 161 adopted by the Story County
Board of Supervisors established the rural
addressing (E911) system for unincorporated Story
County. All properties with inhabitable structures,
including homes and businesses, are required to post
an emergency marker with an assigned address
number at the driveway to the home ot business.

An emergency marker is also required anywhere a
latge gathering may occur and for all
telecommunication towers and facilities. There are
other instances where an emergency address may be
requested such as farm outbuildings where accidents
could occur.

Story County Planning and Development is
responsible for the administration, implementation
and enforcement of Ordinance No. 161, For
assignment of an E-9-1-1 address, a form may be
obtained from the Planning and Development
Department.




PERMITS AND BUILDING
REQUIREMENTS

A Zoning Permit is required for ALL new
construction and any change in use of any land or
building, Even a portable structure requires a
permit and required setbacks from property lines
must be met. If the applicant can meet the criteria
by applying for a “Agricultural Exemption”, the
Zoning Permit is not required, however, being
agriculturally exempt DOES NOT exclude the
applicant from adhering to the floodplain
regulations, or other county department regulations
such as those implemented by Environmental
Health.

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT

Story County participates in the National Flood
Insutance Program (NFIP), which provides
insurance to property owners with structures in the
floodplain in the unincorporated area of the
County. In order to maintain the flood insurance
for these property owners, Story County is required
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and the Iowa Department of Natural
Resoutces (DNR) to regulate the floodway and
floodplain areas in unincorporated Story County.
Planning and Development houses the official
FEMA Floodplain Maps showing areas have
determined to be in the floodplain. Floodplain
areas may also be viewed at the Story County
Assessor's website at wovwr.storyassessor.org,

A Floodplain Permit is required for all structural
and non-structural construction in the floodplain.
Designated floodplain areas must be taken into
consideration when planning any construction or
stream bank stabilization projects. Failure to obtain
the appropriate permits for flood plain
development can result in enforcement action
including incurring fines.





